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Spike on a Shelf Appears at Washington-Caldwell
By Addi Hammiller

Spike on a shelf is an activity for 
students at Washington-Caldwell. 
The mascot Spike is a little 
stuffed animal bulldog that will 
move around the school during 
Christmastime. In December, 
Spike will move everyday so 
classes can have fun and find 
Spike. Spike will only come 
during the Christmas season 
though, but anyone can look for 
him next December.

Classes can go and find Spike 
when teachers allow them to. He 
will move around every night to 
let classes try to find him. Spike 
shouldn't be touched, because he 
doesn't enjoy being touched. He 
also will not be able to move for a 
whole night if he gets touched. 
There is a Spike on a Shelf 
because it's an exciting 
countdown till Christmas. All the 
students at Washington-Caldwell 
can look for Spike during the 
holiday season. 

Spike hides in interesting  places all around Washington-Caldwell.

Ari Wong in fourth grade said, “It's fun to look for 
Spike.” Raina Hallman in second grade said, “I like Spike 
on a Shelf. “Camden Ottow in third grade said, “It's fun. 
It's tricky to find him, and I like that.” Emmy Ottow in 
first grade said, “I like looking for him, and he is cute.”
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Bulldogs Write to Santa
By Alex Damon

Almost every year Santa asks the 
National Junior Honor Society to 
deliver letters that students write to 
him. The NJHS have been asked to 
take letters since 2012 around 
Christmastime. 

The letters will be sent on December 
16 and will be given back to students 
on December 22. Santa will write back 
to all of the students that send letters 
and they may have a special treat along 
with them. The NJHS students will 
deliver the letters. Sydney Peterson in 
eighth grade said, “I like delivering the 
letters back to the children because I 
love seeing them and how they light up 
when they get that letter back. 
Christmas is special and we need to 
treasure it.”

Any student in Washington-Caldwell 
can write a letter to Santa. No matter 
what age a student is, their letter will 
be sent to Santa. Writing a letter to 
Santa is the best way to tell him what 
you want for Christmas, and students 
also write them because it is fun to 
write a festive letter to Santa. Amelia 
Cordova in seventh grade said, “I like 
writing letters to Santa because I can 
ask him personal questions and know 
more about him.”

Writing letters to Santa is something many kids do 
around Christmastime.

Santa reads every letter sent to him.
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With the start of the boy's basketball season 
comes the end of the girl's basketball season. The 
Lady Bulldogs played great during the season 
and always tried their hardest. The girls played 
five other schools, including Drought (b team 
only), Paris (a and b team), North Cape, 
Kansasville, and Brighton. 

Every Monday and Wednesday the girl’s 
basketball team had games and Tuesday’s were 
practices. The team kicked off the season by 
playing Kansasville for the first game and ended 
the season playing Kansasville. The girl’s 
basketball team consisted of thirteen girls, the b 
team included Aubrey Schreck, Kinley, Charley 
Kuzba, Violet Schopp, Katarina Ninkovic, Riley 
Burgess, Sydney House, Jamie Hurley, Claire 
Novak, and Ava Schreck. The a team included 
Brook Henzig, Sydney Peterson, Ava Schreck, 
Claire Novak, Jamie Hurley, Sydney House, and 
Riley Burgess. 

The tournament was held at Wheatland Center 
School in which four teams played: Paris, North 
Cape, Brighton, and Washington-Caldwell. The 
girls played very well in the tournament, scoring 
a season high of 22 points. On Sunday, 
November 20, the girls had the opportunity to 
play at the Fiserv Forum against Drought. After 
an exciting hour, Washington-Caldwell and 
Drought tied the game, 12-12. 

Overall the Washington-Caldwell girls basketball 
season of 2022 was great. “I think that we played 
our best and had a lot of fun. We all made new 
friends and got to know each other. It was a 
special experience” says Aubrey Schreck. Brook 
Henzig explains, “Basketball was very fun and I 
learned a lot of new things. I also got to spend 
time with my friends.”

Lady Bulldog Basketball Wrap-Up
By Sydney Peterson 

The 2022 girls basketball team played great this season.

On November 20, the girls played Drought at the Fiserv 
Forum.
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Skating Time!
By Emma Burke

People have enjoyed roller skating for 
many years, and 
Washington-Caldwell joins in on the 
fun by holding a roller skating unit in 
the gym. The roller skating unit began 
on Thursday, December 1, and kids 
are already having fun with their 
skates. Students will have two weeks 
of skating with the last day scheduled 
for Friday, December 16. 

Washington-Caldwell holds roller 
skating for many reasons, not just 
because it’s fun. Roller skating is also 
a great cardiovascular workout; it 
increases heart rate, respiration, and 
raises oxygen and blood flow 
throughout the body. Roller skating 
can also help kids with their balance 
and teach them spatial awareness. 
Sydney Peterson from eighth grade 
said, “Roller skating is super fun and I 
always look forward to it every year.”

Students are able to choose between 
inline and quad skates or bring their 
own; they are also able to choose their 
shoe size. Grades sixth, seventh and 
eighth will help the younger grades 
put on their skates and wrist guards. 
Addison Hammiller from eighth grade 
said, “I feel like it’s fun because I get 
to help teach little kids how to skate.”

The two options for skates are inline or quad. Quad 
skates have two rows, while inline has one. 

Washington-Caldwell students always look forward to roller 
skating.
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The National Junior Honor Society hosted an 
event for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade. 
Students from Drought, North Cape, and Fox 
River were invited to Washington-Caldwell to 
have a fun time at Teen Night.

Teen Night was held at Washington-Caldwell on 
December 2, 2022, from 6:30 to 9:00 pm. There 
was a fee of $5.00 to get in or only $3.00 if you 
brought two perishable food items such as 
canned food for the food drive. There were also 
concessions in the multipurpose room with 
snacks such as pizza, candy, chips, soda, water, 
and more. Emma in eighth grade said, “The 
popcorn at the concessions was really good.”

There were lots of fun activities for people to 
participate in. There was ping-pong, and Wii in 
Ms. Maass’s room, karaoke in Mr. Thompson’s 
room, Guitar Hero, and Rock Band in Mrs. 
Mazurek’s room, and volleyball, and basketball 
in the gym. Teen Night is an exciting way for 
kids to have fun, and meet new people 
including the people that they might go to high 
school with. There were about one hundred 
twenty kids at the most recent Teen Night; that 
is almost double of what there was at the last 
Teen Night. Brook in eighth grade said “Teen 
night was really really fun and there were lots 
of people and fun games.” She seemed to have a 
good time at Teen Night. The National Junior 
Honor Society is planning to have at least two 
more Teen Nights this school year, so you can 
come and have fun at Teen Night.

Friday Fun at Teen Night
By Meadow House

There was karaoke in Mr. Thompson’s room and the 
students had a fun time singing.

Students were running karaoke and playing songs 
requested.
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1,2,3, MATH!
By Brook Henzig

Each year, four students from each fifth 
through eighth grade are chosen to participate 
in the Math Meet. The Math Meet is at the 
Kenosha County Center on January 10, 2023. 
In the Math Meet there are five different 
events: Event 1 - Individual Problem Solving, 
Event 2 - Individual Consumer Math, Event 3 - 
Individual Geometric Reasoning, Event 4 - 
Individual Mental Math, and finally, Team 
Problem Solving. 

To get into the Math Meet, students needed to 
submit an application to Ms. Maass about how 
students will succeed in the Math Meet. Ms. 
Maass then picked five students from fifth 
through eighth grade: fifth grade, Tyler Augle, 
Lila Heyel, Clayton Draskovich, Aubri 
Schreck, and Lainey Berndt; sixth grade Katy 
Burkholz, George  Mangiaracina, Sydney 
House, Carter Thoen, and  Mason Lotzer; 
seventh grade, Parker Wong, Megan Linder, 
Ava Scherk, Alex Lewandowski, and Logan 
Myszewski; and eighth grade, Mike Ardis, 
Mason Thoen, Meadow House, Brook Henzig, 
and Emma Burke. 

“I think the Math Meet will be awesome. I 
think that the contestants will do their best. I 
think it will be challenging but I think that they 
will put in their best effort,” said Ms. Maass. 
Clayton Draskovich in fifth grade says, “ I am 
nervous and excited, I think the math is going 
to be a little hard, but I can do it.” Emma 
Burke says, “I think it is a good way for 
students to test their math skills and I think the 
math will be scary.”
 The Math Meet is meant to be challenging, but 
all the contestants will try their best to win.

All of the students compete in the same room and 
have the same questions.

The Math Meet students at 
Washington-Caldwell practice every 
Thursday for the Math Meet.
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This year the new Washington-Caldwell 
middle school science teacher, Mrs. 
Mazurek brought in her pet Peanut, the 
bearded dragon. Peanut is a wonderful 
addition  to Mrs. Mazurek’s science and 
social studies classroom and everyone 
loves Peanut.

Peanut is a bearded dragon who lives in the 
science room in her enclosure with her 
heat lamp so she can stay warm. Peanut is 
an omnivore which means she eats plants 
and meats. Mrs. Mazurek said “Peanut eats 
leafy greens like collard greens, mustard 
greens and turnip greens. She also likes 
crickets, dubia roaches, mealworms, 
waxworms, soldier fly larvae and 
hornworms.”   

Peanut is a wonderful addition to Mrs. 
Mazurek's science and social studies 
classroom. Peanut is a sweet bearded 
dragon and sometimes Mrs. Mazurek lets 
her out of her enclosure and then the kids 
get to pet and hold her. Emma Burke in 
eighth grade say “Peanut is very cool 
because she is a dragon.” Marisol Kesich in 
eighth grade says, “Peanut is such a great 
class pet because it teaches students to get 
over their fear of some reptiles.”

Peanut The Class Pet 
By Derek Lindner

Peanut is always happy in her enclosure.

Bearded dragons are fun lizards.

mailto:27mkesich@students.washcald.com


Wanna Win?
By Mason Thoen

Every year at Washington-Caldwell there is a 
winter concert, where all kids in 4K-6th grades get 
to show their voices, band instruments, and a bunch 
of different items. Also at every winter concert, the 
PTO has winter raffle baskets that any person can 
win. Every class comes up with their theme for 
their basket, and they are fun for the students and 
the parents.

All of the classes at Washington-Caldwell come up 
with their class themes, like Gift Cards and Cozy 
Items. The class themes this year for each class will 
look like this. For 4K it will be, Taste of Town. 
Kindergarten came up with Games and Activities. 
Both first grades' themes are Arts and Crafts. Now 
second grade’s theme is Beach Day. Third grade’s 
basket has a Mystery theme. Fourth grade's idea 
was We Love Wisconsin. Fifth grade came up with 
Cooking and Baking. The sixth graders have Winter 
Warm Ups. Seventh grade is doing Movie Night. 
Finally the eighth graders theme is Gift Cards. 

Parents and students  will be able to find these 
baskets at the winter concert which is happening on 
December 21, 2022. The class with the most money 
spent trying to win their basket will get a free pizza 
party for the whole class. All of these baskets will 
be in the gym where the winter concert is held and 
parents could try to win them. Mike Ardis from 
eighth grade says, “I like the winter basket raffle 
because it is fun for the parents and the kids and 
they could win some fun prizes.” Alex Connors in 
seventh grade said, “I like that the baskets are fun 
and they have a bunch of cool prizes.” 

The winter baskets are a tradition at 
Washington-Caldwell during the winter concert. It’s 
time to win those baskets. 

Some of the Christmas Baskets 
may look like this.

The eighth 
grade 
baskets 
consists of a 
variety of 
gift cards.
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Penguin Patch Returns
By Marisol Kesich

Every year, PTO holds a Penguin 
Patch, a time where students can 
buy presents for their friends, 
teachers, parents, and more. This 
year, the Penguin Patch took 
place from December 6, 2022 to 
December 8, 2022.

Students in middle school have 
an opportunity to help out at the 
Penguin Patch, like Santa's 
Helpers. Penguin Patch sells 
items that include mugs, rings, 
keychains, pens, and more.  
According to Addi Hammiler in 
eighth grade, “I think that 
Penguin Patch is a great way for 
students to buy presents for 
parents.” Derek in eighth grade 
said, “It's a good way for kids to 
shop for toys.”

Classes have two days to shop 
during Wednesday and Thursday, 
but kids can shop on friday for 
some last minute shopping if they 
missed either day. Every year, the 
money from the Penguin Patch 
goes to the PTO, so that the PTO 
can use the money for more fun 
events for the school. 

The Penguin Patch Shop is a great place for kids to shop for 
holiday gifts for their family and friends. 



4 to Make 24
By Mike Ardis

Every year students from different schools 
get together and have a Math24 competition. 
The competitions are all for fun and students 
are not graded on how well they perform. 
Students can be chosen to compete by their 
teachers making the decision, and only three 
students a grade can compete.

Students can play Math24 with two to eight 
people, but only three people compete at a 
single table during the competition. The rules 
are, players can only use each number once. 
Competitors can add, subtract, multiply, or 
divide. The number has to add up to be 24 or 
they don’t win. When students learn the rules, 
they can join the competition that is on 
February 8, 2023 for the fourth and fifth 
grades. Then February 15, 2023 for the sixth 
and seventh grades.

On February 8, 2023 there will be six 
different schools competing. The schools are 
Delavan, East Troy, Reek, Waterford, Woods, 
and Burlington. The following week there 
will be eight schools competing:  Beloit 
Turner has two teams, Clinton also has two 
teams, Delavan Darian, Janesville and Reek. 
The competition will be held at 
Washington-Caldwell, and there will be 
prizes handed out to participants. At the 
competitors tables there will be three people 
and whatever place students get is the prize 
that they will earn for each round.

The Math24 competition is always during 
lunch time, so students who compete will be 
able to eat there, with chips, a cookie, a 
hotdog, and a drink. 

The average card during the fourth and fifth 
grade competition.

The red inside of the nine, is to insure that the 
players don’t mistake it for a six.



Mason Thoen in eighth grade said, “Math24 was fun 
when I got to do it in fourth and fifth grade, and I 
think it will be fun for the students.” Alex 
Lewandowski in seventh grade said, “Math24 is 
challenging against the smarter students, and the 
Bulldogs won last year!”

This school year’s Math24 competition is hopefully 
going to be as fun as it has been in the past, and 
winning should not be the goal. It is to give students 
an opportunity to learn while also having fun.

The layout for the Math24 competition will 
look something like this, with people 
making sure they are right, and students 
playing.
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TYB Practices Good Form 
By Evan Armstrong

Tichigan Youth Basketball is a basketball league 
for boys and girls who are in second through 
eighth. 

The schools that can join are Washington 
Caldwell, Muskego School District,  Waterford 
Graded, North Cape, Drought, Burlington, and 
local private schools. Tichigan Youth Basketball 
also stands for TYB.

Students can register for TYB online on the 
website for a small fee of $75; it comes with the 
appropriate clothing when students and parents 
register. Practices begin in late November or 
early December depending on the school's gym 
availability. The regular season will have around 
an hour a week.
Practices are usually scheduled to play at North 
Cape, Woodfield, Washington Caldwell, 
Evergreen and Trailside.

When students are in TYB, kids are equally 
assorted into a team and students play basketball 
games and practice throughout the season. TYB 
is run by Phil Ciano and Larurie Ciano.  The 
coaches will call or email to inform you about 
the time and place. The second through fourth 
grade players are usually scheduled to play 
earlier and maybe they will have it go on to 
8:00pm or 9:00pm The league ends around 
spring time. Fifth through eighth plays after the 
younger TYB members. Blake said “TYB is a 
good way to be active in the towns and schools 
participating in TYB.”

 TYB is a great way for kids to get exercise and 
play a sport with people they don’t know and 
make new friends.

TYB is a great way to get exercise.

Students from grades second to eighth can 
join.
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Teen Night Continues
  By Blake Berndt

Teen Night is a fun way for students 
and teachers alike to have fun after 
school.
There are many fun activities to do at 
Teen Night, such as ping pong and 
video games in Ms. Maass’s room, 
basketball in the gym, karaoke in Mr. 
Thompson’s room, and a Rock Band 
video game in Mrs. Mazurek’s room. 
The NJHS sponsors and fundraises 
for Teen Night.

Teen Night occurs about three times a 
year as a special treat for students to 
come to after school. Our first Teen 
Night is scheduled for Friday October 
14. Teen Nights are scheduled for the 
winter and spring.

Teen Night is going to be held here in 
Washington-Caldwell in the gym and 
the middle school wing. There is also 
going to be snacks served in the 
cafeteria. 

The NJHS does Teen Night because 
it's fun for kids to hang out with their 
friends after school and it's a good 
way to make some money. Although 
the NJHS sets up Teen Night, 
teachers and parents do most of the 
work.

Basketball is many students’ favorite activity at Teen Night.

Karaoke is a popular activity at Teen Night.
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Spike on the Shelf 
By Annabelle Behling

Spike on the Shelf decided to visit 
Washington-Caldwell this Christmas 
season for all of the students. Each 
afternoon Spike flew around the school to 
find a new spot for kids to seek him out. 
Spike on the shelf does not like to be 
touched. Therefore do NOT move or touch 
him; he will lose his magic! 

Spike was sent from the North Pole by 
Santa Claus to keep an eye on all of the 
students. At the end of the day, Spike flew 
to the North Pole to tell Santa about how 
the students were that day. When students 
find Spike, they made sure to say hi to him!

Spike came around on December 1, but he 
left the day before Christmas break. Which 
is because he had to go back up to the 
North pole to help Santa.

During the time that Spike was here, he had 
hidden all over the school. The lunch room, 
the glass display case, on top of shelves, in 
the office, in the gym, and many other 
places.

Emmy in third grade said “He's cute and 
really sneaky, and I love his Santa Claus 
outfit!” Elly, also in third grade said, “He’s 
fun to look for.”

Spike on the Shelf is just another way to 
celebrate the Christmas holiday. So be 
aware. He’s watching!

Spike is hiding inside of the glass case with paw 
carts stuffed animals.

On the shelf in the hallway, Spike spying on 
students from above!



Boys Basketball Team
By Tek Burrow

The Bulldogs team has begun its 
season with new players and a new 
coach that are ready for the challenge.

The boys basketball team consists of 
Tek Burrow, Alex Connors, Lucas  
Martin, Mason Lotzer, Blake Berndt, 
Daxon Degraffenreid, Clayton 
Novotny, Parker Wong, Derek 
Lindner, and the coach being Adam 
Schreck, and the assistant coach 
Ashton Degraffenreid.

 Their first game was a big hit with 18 
to 9 for the score and the Bulldogs got 
their first win. Their first week the 
games were on Monday and their next 
game was on Wednesday, so 
hopefully they will have some 
luck on their second game. Also in 
their first game Rory Burrow scored 
in halftime entertaining a big 
audience. 

The second game at Brighton wasn't 
so good; they lost at a score of 45 to 9 
but hopefully they can snatch another 
win in the future. GO BULLDOGS!

Tek Burrow, a team leader, makes a move towards the 
basket. 

Alex Connors prepares for an inbounds pass.



The New Drama Society
By Molly Borneman

A new year, more drama. This year like every year there will be both drama club after 
school and forensics meets, but this year some changes have been made, and new things 
to experience for the teachers, students, and families.

The teachers that are assisting the students in drama are Mr. Thompson has been directing 
drama/forensics for about twenty years now ,but this year things are a bit different. This 
year he has handed down the title of the forensics coach to Ms. Maass. Ms. Maass did 
forensics in school and then found out she really liked it and requested she helped the 
students with the challenges in forensics this year. Mr. Thompson will still be a director in 
drama and helping Ms.Maass by giving her tips to help the students become better than 
ever before.

Many events will be held for forensics and one play for the drama students to present. 
The first forensics meet this year will be in March at Washington Caldwell. Another meet 
will be held in April at a different school; the other schools who are 

Students in Drama Club look 
through many scripts before 
deciding on a play to present. 



attending these events are:Drought, Kansasville, Raymond, Union Grove, and Yorkville. The last 
thing is the  play which will be held in May to perform to students during school and the families, 
friends etc. Mr. Thompson will be coordinating the forensics but he is not a judge but other 
teachers have requested to be judges but it has not been fully decided which teachers will do it. In 
forensics students will be doing play acting, duets etc.

Many students love drama/forensics club and here are some of their opinions on the club. Ava from 
seventh grade says, “drama club is very fun, and I like going to it every monday after school.” 
Alana  from seventh grade says, “ I think drama is fun  to show your skills at acting.”

This year Washington Caldwell hopes that the students in drama/forensics will have a whole bunch 
of fun this year participating and hopes that any new students joining have fun too.
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When Christmas is near, many children usually 
enjoy writing letters to Santa. At 
Washington-Caldwell, students in the National 
Junior Honor Society help deliver letters to 
Santa every year. 

Students at Washington-Caldwell in grades 
from kindergarten through fifth grade  are 
encouraged to write a letter (or two!) to Santa 
Clause. If a student would be interested in 
writing to Santa, they would have had to turn 
in their letter by December  16, 2022. It IS 
known that Santa will respond to your letter 
but there have been some rumors around 
Washington-Caldwell that sometimes his elves 
help too! 

When writing these very special letters, some 
popular topics are, asking for certain gifts, 
asking how his reindeer are, how Santa and 
Mrs. Claus are doing and asking any questions 
they would like to know about this very 
important man. Asking for gifts isn't the only 
thing the letter can do, it can also improve a 
student’s handwriting and writing skills. If it is 
decided that writing to Santa would be fun, the 
letter can be written at home or at school, but 
make sure it is turned into Mr. Thompson. 

A number of students love writing to Santa, 
here are some of the questions kids would say 
in their letters: Bruce in kindergarten would 
ask for a remote control toy airplane. Emi in 
kindergarten would ask for her own stuffed 
animal and she wants to know how his 
reindeer are doing. 

Writing Letters To Santa
By Amelia Cordova

Santa spends a lot of time writing back to kids 
who write to him. 

Kids have written to Santa for many years. 
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Music Helps the Holidays 
By Jamie Hurley

Every year Washington-Caldwell puts on a winter 
concert for all the parents, friends, and family 
members of all the kids in 4k through sixth grade 
and middle school band members.

The winter concert is on Wednesday, December 
21 and will be held at Washington-Caldwell in the 
gym. Kids from 4k through sixth grade will be in 
the concert along with middle schoolers who are 
in band. Parents, family members, and friends are 
all invited to come and watch. This year Mr. Voss, 
Washington-Caldwell’s music teacher, will be 
showcasing the winter concert.

While the kids wait for their turn on stage, they 
will stay in their classroom with their teachers. 
Brooke Wagner in fifth grade said, “It’s fun to 
learn new Christmas songs for the year and sing 
them with your friends.” The concert will go from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. There will be a show on 
Tuesday morning for the whole school and 
another show on Wednesday evening for family 
and friends. Mason Stencel in sixth grade said, 
“It’s going to be very exciting.” Each class will go 
on stage in order of their grade starting with 4k 
and ending with sixth grade. Then people in the 
middle school band will perform. After each class 
performs they will raffle off the basket for that 
class. 

The winter concert is a great way to get into the 
Christmas spirit and enjoy holiday songs.

Kids in band participate in the winter concert.

Students practice for weeks to sing at the holiday 
concert. 
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The Talent Show is a great way for students to 
show their talent and what they enjoy doing 
outside of school. At the talent show students can 
dance, sing, karaoke, play an instrument, have 
contests, and more! 

The next talent show is expected to be in April. 
The members of the National Junior Honor 
Society host the talent show and hope to have 
fifteen to twenty acts, twenty at the most. In the 
last talent show there were students playing 
instruments, dancing, singing, doing  gymnastics, 
and contests. The talent show is of course optional 
for all students.

If students participate or sign up to be in the talent 
show, they will be able to pick if you would like 
to perform during the day, night, or both. Once 
students sign up, a National Junior Honor Society 
member will come and ask a couple questions. 
They usually ask when you would like to perform 
and what you would be doing. Students that 
participate in the talent show will have a rehearsal 
during the school day before the night show. At 
the rehearsal grades 5k through eighth grade will 
be watching.

Ava in seventh grade said, “The talent show is fun 
and I think it's good for the kids to show their 
talents.” Parker in seventh grade said, “It is fun 
and interesting to watch.”

Overall, the talent show is a great way for 
students to show their talents and what they do 
outside of school.

The Spectacular Talent Show
By Brooke Kierzek

Many students love performing gymnastics and 
dancing.

At the last talent show kids loved doing contests with 
other classmates and singing with their friends.
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Girls basketball ended their season with a 
surprise game at Fiserv Forum, that's where the 
Milwaukee Bucks play! Who would ever think 
that the girls basketball team would play at Fiserv 
Forum?

This year's basketball team had a lot of people on 
it. Ashlyn Spaugh, Aubri Schreck, Violet Schopp, 
Charley Kuzba, Kynlee Moats, Kat Ninkovic, 
Riley Burgess, Sydney House, Ava Schreck, Lexi 
Landowski, Claire Novak, Jamie Hurley, Brook 
Henzig, Sydney Peterson, and Marisol Kesich. 

The teams played really well this year; even 
though they lost all their games, they never gave 
up. They played Drought, North Cape, Brighton, 
and Paris. Sydney House in sixth grade said, “It is 
really fun and a good overall experience.” Jamie 
Hurley in seventh grade said, “It was a good 
experience and she was glad she could do it this 
year.”

The Fiserv Forum went well. The team played 
Drought on the court, both of the teams tied, the 
score was 12-12. Because this Bulldog team 
played at the Fiserv Forum, they will probably 
never forget this basketball season. Coach 
McCormick said "We took a bunch of girls with 
no-quit attitudes who were always eager to learn 
and turned them into a TEAM! That team 
improved each and every game by applying the 
fundamentals taught during practice. We 
impressed our fans/spectators, referees, and our 
competitors with our strong defense, tenacity, and 
extreme level of energy. ‘Bulldogs on three!’”

In every game this year the girls basketball team 
displayed good defence.

Brighton was one of the toughest teams the girls 
basketball team played. 

Girls Basketball Wrap-Up
By Lexi Landowski



22

Roller skating is a great way to have fun but still 
exercise. Kids love taking a few weeks to 
rollerskate. Kids think that it is so cool that 
Washington- Caldwell has skating as a unit each 
year.

Mr.  Collins, the gym teacher, runs roller skating. 
Roller skating is for students since the school is 
paying for it. Students grades third and up have to 
simply sign a permission slip to be able to roller 
skate. It is required to wear wrist guards and is 
recommended to bring a helmet.

Mr. Collins gives three options for how students 
want to skate. Students can either pick inline, 
quads, or students can simply bring their own 
skates. Inline also called rollerblades that are 
skates, but the wheels are in a straight line. The 
quads have wheels in each of the corners forming 
what  looks like a square. If students bring their 
own skates, it is recommended to make sure they 
aren't really used outside. If they were used 
outside, they could risk damaging the gym floor

Ava in seventh grade said,  “Roller Skating is 
really fun especially when you get to play games, 
like four corners.” “I think it's a great opportunity 
to go rollerskating for free,” Jamie in seventh 
grade said.

Roller Skating Skates its Way Back
By Megan Lindner 

This picture shows what the quad skates look 
like.

These kids are using the inline skates.
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The Dragon Named Peanut
By Alex Lewandowski

Bearded dragons are a popular lizard 
amongst the reptilian community. There are 
many species of bearded dragons, eight of 
them! Pogona dragons (Pogona is their 
scientific name) wear their emotions. If they 
are happy, they will be brightly colored and if 
they are depressed/unhappy, they will 
become dark gray and have little to no colors.

The sixth grade homeroom/middle school 
science, social studies, and innovation 
teacher Mrs. Mazurek has brought in a 
beardie named Peanut. Mrs. Mazurek allows 
students to pet, hold, and take care of her and 
even sit by the students when they are 
working during work time. Bearded dragons 
are perfect pets to have in a class; they are 
peaceful, calm, and gentle and don’t need 
much to be taken care of.

Mrs. Mazurek has had Peanut for seven years 
and she is eight years old. Peanut used to be 
at Lake Geneva Middle School before she 
made the transition to Washington-Caldwell. 
She was at Mrs. Mazurek’s house. Logan 
Myszewski, enjoys peanut’s company in the 
classroom because it makes the class more 
enjoyable. Peanut is the perfect class pet for 
the middle school students at 
Washington-Caldwell.

All that Mrs. Mazurek does to take care of 
Peanut is, feeds her, keeps her cage heated, 
and more. Peanut’s diet consists of bugs 
including roaches and crickets. Her veggies 
are collard greens and sometimes apples and 
other fruit. One side of Peanut’s cage needs 
to be heated at 100°F on one side and the 
other needs to be 80°F. All pagona dragon 
owners need to do to clean her tank is get her 
shed skin out and rarely poop or pee.

Peanut enjoys eating whenever she can.

Peanut enjoys eating roaches.  
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NJHS, Back in Action
By Logan Myszewski

The newest activity from the National Junior Honor Society to happen this year is Spike on 
the Shelf. The idea came from two eighth graders in the NJHS named Marisol Kesich and 
Brook Henzig. Spike on the Shelf is basically an Elf on the Shelf, but with a 
Washington-Caldwell twist. The Spike on the Shelf has been infused with some Christmas 
magic to make it move.

Mr. Thomson is planning to do two to three more this year. Ever since this school has 
started doing Teen Nights again, the Teen Night on December 2 was the best one ever to 
happen at Washington Caldwell. The last Teen Night was so packed because it had 120 
kids come from Drought, North Cape, Fox River, and Washington-Caldwell.

Something that is currently happening is Letters to Santa Clause. The students that have 
been writing these letters are the kids from 4k to fifth grade. Once all these letters have 
been written, then the NJHS will deliver them to Santa, and when he responds, the NJHS 
members will send them to the students.

Now it may be a little early for these, but next up is the carnations. The way that they work 
is that a student fills out a piece of paper with their and someone else's name, and with one 
dollar that person gets a carnation. The person can write something special to the person 
they send it to. Alex Lewandowski said, “It is a great way to talk about ways to help the 
school and students.”

The NJHS is often performing for and interesting activities for Washington-Caldwell. If 
students and parents have a chance, they should support the NJHS.

One of the many activities 
that the National Junior 
Honor Society helps with 
is Fall Fest. Fall Fest is a 
celebration where NJHS 
students create games for 
younger students to play. 
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The Sweet Joys of Bake Sales
By Emmett Rottmann

Almost all the students at Washington-Caldwell love the bake sales. Bake sales used to be 
called Treat Sales, but now they are called Bake Sales because students now can bake their 
own treats.

It seems like students and teachers all like homemade items more than store bought items. For 
example, Alex Damon and her mom are both excellent bakers, and the items Alex has brought 
to the bake sale have been delicious. 

The bake sales are scheduled at the beginning of the school year. Here are the past and future 
bake sales. 

September 30, 2022
October 21, 2022
November 18, 2022
December 16, 2022
January 27, 2023
February 17, 2023
March 17, 2023
April 28, 2023
May 19, 2023
 
Mr. Thompson said, “Bake sales are very important for the eighth grade to raise money for 
their class gifts.” Emma Burke said, “I think bake sales are a great way to bring treats than the 
regular treat sales.”

Every month bake sales provide students with an opportunity to purchase  delicious treats and 
help the eighth grade.

The eighth grade class uses bake sales 
as one way to make money for class 
gifts and class trips at the end of the 
year. 
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The Penguin Patch School Store
By Claire Novak

Every year Washington-Caldwell has the 
Penguin Patch Kids’ Holiday Shoppe. This 
year the Penguin Patch shop goes from 
December 6, 7, and 8 from 9:00 am to 3:00 
pm. The Penguin Patch allows students to buy 
gifts for family and friends. Kids don’t usually 
have the opportunity to buy gifts without their 
parents. This way kids can buy gifts for their 
parents as a surprise.  

The Washington-Caldwell PTO runs the 
Penguin Patch and seventh and eighth grade 
students from National Junior Honor Society 
will help students shop and wrap gifts. The 
Penguin Patch is usually in the library. All 
students from 4k through eighth grade can go 
to the Penguin Patch shop with their class at 
designated times. The Penguin Patch benefits 
our school because it can help teach kids 
budgeting, problem solving and independence. 
 
A lot of bulldogs love the Penguin Patch shop 
like Carson Landowski in fourth grade said, 
“it’s good and it's cool and you get to get gifts 
for your family and spend money.” and Lily 
Milam in fourth grade said, “I love it because I 
can buy things for other people.” and Payton 
Ward and Amelia Cordova in seventh grade 
said, “it’s a great idea for kids who want to get 
presents for friends and family.” 

At the Penguin Patch shop kids can buy many 
different items. There are so many options 
from toys to pens. You can visit the Penguin 
Patch website to view items that will be sold at 
the shop. 

Students at Washington-Caldwell like to shop for family 
members at the Penguin Patch shop. 

The Penguin Patch shop has many different types of 
gifts for students to choose from. 
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Mini Teen Night is Fun for Middle Schoolers
By Alana Budny

Mini Teen Nights are a fun way for 
middle school students to have fun and 
the end of each quarter.

When Mini Teen Night happens students 
can do a lot of things like ping pong, 
karaoke, the Wii, and Guitar Hero. In the 
gym kids can play basketball and 
volleyball, karaoke is in Mr. Thompson, 
ping pong and Wii games are in Ms.  
Maass’s room. Mini Teen Nights 
generally start at 1:15 pm and go until 
3:00 pm. 

The school has Mini Teen Nights after 
each quarter to reward students for good 
work and following the PBIS guidelines. 
PBIS stands for Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports. The Mini 
Teen Nights meant to give students a fun 
afternoon for earning a certain amount of 
Positive Paws.

A quote from Riley Burgess, “It was fun 
because there were cool games.” Another 
quote from Jamie Hurley, “Mini Teen 
Night is a good way to make new friends 
and have fun.”

Karaoke is always a popular activity at Mini Teen 
Night.

Ping pong and Wii games are popular in Ms. Maass’s 
room. 
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The Washington-Caldwell middle school students 
went to Gateway Technical College on December 9. 
Gateway Technical college is located in the city of 
Sturtevant. The middle school left at 8:45 and arrived 
by 9:15. Middle school students were there most of 
the school day and they returned to school around 
2:30. 

Gateway Technical College is a place to learn about 
how to use tools in both science and technology. There 
are many different campuses such as Racine, Kenosha, 
and Elkhorn. The college was established in 1911 by a 
man named Francis E. McGovern. The first college 
established was located in Racine. The college is well 
known for its education, training, leadership, and 
technological resources to meet the changing needs of 
students, employers, and communities.  

When students arrived at Gateway Technical college 
they met the Fab Lab director named John Zehren. 
Students went into the  auditorium and learned about 
the first African American to fly around the world 
solo; his name was Barrington Irving. Students then 
were split up into three groups to go to the three 
stations in the Fab Lab. Virtual reality welding, virtual 
reality drawing, and 3D printing were the activities in 
the Fab Lab that students went to. Kids were able to 
make an ornament, snowflake candy cane, or a 
pumpkin. After lunch students played a catapult game 
and the winners won their very own custom 
lightsabers. Mason Thoen, Carter Thoen, Lucas 
Martin, and Mason Lotzer, and George Mangiaracina 
were the students that won the custom lightsabers. 

All the middle school students had a lot of fun at 
Gateway, and they learned much about the college and 
what they do. 

This is were the middle school 
students arrived and met John. 

John was showing some students 
the drawing machine the Shopbot.

Technology Trip to Gateway
By Alex Connors



It’s Raffle Time
By Ava Schreck

Certain people are very lucky, so one of those 
certain lucky people should try to win a classroom 
basket! The baskets are full of goodies for students 
and families to win. Families just have to buy 
tickets, write their name on them, and try their luck!

The winter raffle baskets only come out once a year 
and are full of treats and toys to use (and eat) at 
home. There are eleven baskets in total, one for 
each grade which means 4k through eighth grade all 
will have baskets. 4kers have brought the Taste of 
Town to their basket. 5kers are bringing the games 
and activities. First graders got creative and are 
doing arts and crafts themes. Second graders are 
ready for fun in the sun with the  beach day theme. 
Third graders want to surprise everyone with their  
mystery basket. Fourth graders are bringing We 
Love Wisconsin to the winter concert.. Fifth graders 
are bringing baking and cooking items. Sixth 
graders are giving winter warm ups. Seventh 
graders give everyone a well deserved movie night. 
Eighth graders as usual are doing giftcards for 
shopping and food. Each basket will be filled with 
items that correspond to the theme given. 

The real question is … What are the baskets? Why 
do we raffle for them? Well they are baskets filled 
with items that the children from that class brought 
in fitting the theme that they chose. Raffling them 
off earns the PTO money to put towards our school 
and its education.  Anyone can win one of these 
baskets. Alana Budny said, “The winter baskets are 
a fun way to win things for others.”

Third grade Mystery “Basket.”

The fifth grades basket was Cooking and 
Baking.



Winning a basket is actually quite simple. Amelia 
Cordova said, “It is very easy to try and win a 
winter basket. The items are happy and fun for 
families.” How you win one is when you walk 
into the building there will be a ticket stand and 
each ticket costs $1.00. After that all you have to 
do is write a name on the back of the ticket and 
put it in the small basket in front of the basket. 
This will be happening on the night of December 
21, 2022 the night of the Winter Concert. The 
baskets will be located on the left side of the gym 
doors on a table. 

The baskets are a great way to support our local 
school and community, while enjoying a fun 
chance at winning amazing prizes. December 21 
is the time to win.

Eighth grade class’ giftcard tree.
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Middle School Dance Team
By Riley Burgess 

Washington-Caldwell has never had a 
dance team in its almost two-hundred 
year history, but may all change in the 
next school year.

Dance team will be led by Ms. Maass. 
She was on her high school dance team 
all four years of high school.  We are 
not super sure who will be on the dance 
team, but hopefully lots of people will 
join. Only sixth, seventh, and eighth 
can join. It will be sort of like cheer but 
we will dance not cheer. We will 
perform at basketball games and Ms. 
Maass is going to try to see if we can 
do competitions

Ms. Maass doesn't know when 
practices will be yet but that is ok. We 
are very excited for the dance team next 
year.

A Washington-Caldwell dance team may perform at 
basketball games and competitions.  

Ms. Maass discusses the possibility of a dance team 
at Washington-Caldwell with some seventh grade 
students. 
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A lot of students have noticed that there is this little 
creature inside Mrs. Mazurek’s classroom, and that 
little creature is named Peanut. Peanut is a bearded 
dragon and is owned by Mrs. Mazurek. Mrs. 
Mazurek found Peanut on craigslist and found that 
Peanut was the one. Mrs. Mazurek’s kids at her old 
school picked the name Peanut. Mrs. Mazurek 
adopted Peanut because when she was student 
teaching, there was a bearded dragon in the 
classroom. 

Mrs. Mazurek’s kids at her old school all voted for 
the name Peanut. Peanut stays in an enclosure that is 
also in Ms. Mazurek's room. Peanut came to 
Washington-Caldwell in October and Bulldogs were 
very excited. Peanut is currently eight years old and 
is living a happy life. Peanut eats all sorts of foods 
like greens and bugs. Peanut stays in her enclosure 
over the weekends and over break she goes home 
with some lucky Bulldogs. When Bulldogs take 
peanut home, they bring her enclosure, food, and all 
of her fun toys.

Bearded dragons like Peanut make amazing pets for 
little kids and are also a great pet for on the road. 
They can be up to eighteen to twenty two inches 
long,  and they can weigh up to ten to eighteen 
ounces. Bearded dragons can live up to four to ten 
years. Bearded Dragons get their name because 
when they are in any mood their neck and their 
spikes puff up and it looks like a beard. There are 
eight different species of bearded dragons, like the 
central bearded dragon, eastern bearded dragon, 
rankins dragon, and the Pogona minor and much 
more. Bearded dragons mostly live in Australia or in 
any warm place. 

Little Creature
By Kathryn Burkholz

Peanut is enjoying her life inside of her 
enclosure.

Bearded dragons make wonderful class pets.
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         Roller Skating Rolls into 
Washington-Caldwell

                                                    By Landyn Hammiller
   Kids at Washington-Caldwell look 

forward to roller skating in December 
every year. Students in third through 
eighth grade will be able to use the roller 
skates during their gym time. They will 
be available in the gym for use starting 
December 1 and ending December 23. 
Students do roller skating at school 
because it is fun for most kids and it is 
great exercise.

The roller skates are from Skate Time in 
Waukesha, students have a choice of in 
line which is four wheels in a row and 
quads are four wheels. The rules are 
have your skates tied well or they might 
fall off, wear wrist guards to protect your 
wrists when falling, and take a drink at 
the bubbler with your skates on hands 
and feet to yourself.

 Henry in fourth grade said, “I like it a 
lot because we have two choices 
between inline and quads.” Camden in 
third grade said, “It's fun and easy.” Ellie 
in third grade said, “It's exciting and fun 
and there are people to help if needed.” 
Ari in fourth grade said, “I like roller 
skating a lot and I can talk to my friends 
or listen to music.” Nina in third grade 
said, “It’s lots of fun and feels excited 
roller skating is the funnest activity 
students do in gym. Everyone has fun 
and gets good exercise.

Bulldogs love to roller skate.

Students had a choice to use traditional roller 
skates or inline skates. 
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Boys Taking the Court Again
By Sydney House

Starting with a new season for basketball means new chances and new people. 
All boys on the team are in either sixth, seventh, or eighth grade. The boy on the team in 
eighth grade  is Derek Linder. The boys on the team in seventh grade are Alex Connors, Tek 
Burrow, Blake Berndt, and Parker Wong. The boys in sixth grade are Clayton Novotny, 
Mason Lotzer, Lucas Martin , and Daxson DeGraffenreid.

The head coach of the boys basketball team is Adam Schreck, another student's dad Ava 
Schreck in seventh grade. Mr. Schreck has coached for the Waterford rec team third and 
fourth graders. He has only ever coached basketball before. He really enjoys coaching and 
loves watching basketball also. The assistant coach is Ashton DeGranffied. He is a relative of 
one of our students, Daxson DeGraffenreid brother. Ashton has never coached before, but is 
excited to try this year.

The boys team began their games on Monday December 5, 2022. They play many different 
teams like Drought, North Cape, Paris, Brighton, and Kansasville. There will be no games 
during the weekends unless there is a tournament. All games will start at 5:00 pm.

Many of  the boys enjoy playing and have many nice things to say. Derek Lindner in eighth 
grade said, “I think it's really fun and I like it a lot.” Parker Wong in seventh grade said,“It’s a 
fun experience that improves my physical and mental abilities.” Daxson Degraffenreid in 
sixth grade said,  “I love it and am really excited that I get to play with my friends.

Boys basketball team taking the shot.
Boys basketball team lining up to get 
the ball.
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The members of the National Junior 
Honor Society make slime every year 
in October to help celebrate 
Halloween. 

Students bought slime for one dollar, 
but they could have bought the charm 
slime for one dollar fifty cents. Also 
every year NJHS members make 
twenty extra slimes they don't sell. 

Multiple students said the slime was 
great but it was a bit sticky. Those 
extra slimes might be for sale at the 
December bake sale for fifty cents 
each.

Mr. Thompson said that slime is 
always fun for students to make and 
for students to buy.

Slime Sales Were a Success
By Mason Lotzer

The students 
in the 
National 
Junior Honor 
Society enjoy 
making slime 
each year. 
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Mini Teen Night is for middle 
schoolers here at 
Washington-Caldwell. All of the 
middle school students get to 
participate and the National Junior 
Honor Society organizes it.

Mini Teen Night is during the 
afternoon. At Mini Teen Night some 
things students can do is play ping 
pong, karaoke, board games, Wii and 
play basketball.

 Mr. Thompson says,  “Mini-Teen 
Night happens because it’s a great way 
for the National Junior Honor Society 
to make more money and students can 
have lots of fun.”

Sydney House said, “It's super fun and 
I love it and it was a great overall 
experience.”

 Lucas Martin said, “It was fun there 
but there were not a lot of kids. He 
played basketball and played ping 
pong.”

Mini Teen Night was a Hit
By Sydney Smoody

Ping pong can be played in Ms. Maass’s room during 
Mini Teen Night.

Some students like to sing karaoke in Mr. 
Thompson’s room. 
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Washington Bulldog Basketball Team
By Clayton Novotny

The boys basketball team won one of their games so far this season. They have been doing 
pretty good in the other games. Out of all the people on the team, Tek has scored the most 
points and is probably the MVP so far.

The coach, Mr. Schreck, has put a lot of effort into the team, and hopefully we will win more 
games. The Boys basketball team has some good players and are doing pretty good. 
Daxson’s brother Ashton is the assistant coach. 

Eighth grade--Derek Lindner

Seventh grade Tek Burrow, Blake Berndt, Parker Wong, and  Alex Connors

Sixth Grade Clayton Novotny, Daxson Degraffenreid, Lucas Martin, and Mason Lotzer

Practices are on Thursdays. Games are six minutes each quarter. There is only an A team. All 
players get to play in every game. 



38

Some students may be wondering, 
when is the winter concert? Well, 
the winter concert is scheduled for 
December 21. Students should 
arrive at about 5:30; at this time 
they should be all ready to perform. 

Some people may be more 
interested in the band’s 
performance. The band will play 
“Prehistoric Suite.” There are 
multiple songs for “Prehistoric 
Suite'' but the band will play the 
“Stegosaurus” sheet.  

The concert rehearsal will be held 
on the Tuesday before. And as 
always, Mr. Voss will be hosting 
the winter concert. Sadly there will 
not be any food at the concert, for 
all that were wondering.

Some people may be wondering, 
when will the band play? Well 
unfortunately, the band will be 
playing at the end of the concert. 

Singing in the Snow
By Abby Stainback

The Winter Concert is always well-attended with 
family and friends.

The fourth grade entertained the crowd. 
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Here is a list of the songs that each 
class will play:
 4k - “Jingle Bells”, 5k - “Mittens and 
Gloves”, 1st - “We will Jingle”, 2nd - 
“Groovin Elf & Under the Tree”, 3rd - 
“Better Bundle Up”, 4th - “A million 
Little Snowflakes & Fantasy on an Old 
French Carol”, 5th -” Silent Night”, 
“We Wish You A Merry Christmas”, 
“Up on the Housetop”, 6th - 
Arrangement of “Winter Wonderland” 
as a rock song & “Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer” as a rap song, 6th - 
8th Band - “Prehistoric Suite” 
Movement 1 "Stegosaurus", 5th Band - 
“Rolling Along”, 5th grade will be 
caroling in the gym with these songs. 
Hopefully the audience will join them 
in singing! 4th grade will be playing 
recorders to the Fantasy on an Old 
French Carol. The 6th graders have 
been working on arranging a winter 
song in a different style. They will talk 
a little bit about the process and then 
play a recording of their version of the 
song. le may think that students are 
going to sit in the crowd while waiting, 
but the classes will have to wait in their 
classrooms since we do not have that 
many seats for all. Since the classes 
will be waiting in their classrooms, 
they might be wondering, how will 
they watch the concert? Well, either 
Ms. Vogt or another teacher will be 
filming the concert live on a Google 
Zoom call.

Bulldogs were dressed in their finest for the Winter 
Concert. 

The first grade students prepare to sing. 
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A Math Meet is a great way for students to show their mathematical prowess. The Math 
Meet is held every year, and this competition amongst schools is a great way to represent 
Washington-Caldwell.

The Math Meet is held every school year; this school year it is on January 10, 2023. The 
Math Meet is an opportunity for students in fifth through eighth grade to demonstrate their 
mathematical ability. To participate mathematicians must show great mathematical ability 
in class, and be chosen by one’s teacher. Five students are chosen from each grade, four 
participants and one sub in case someone cannot show up. 

The student participants are chosen through the teachers. Mr. Dehne chose the students 
from fifth grade, and Ms. Maass choses the students in sixth through eighth grade. These 
students volunteer. If there are five students, those five students are chosen, but if there are 
more than five, Ms. Maass, and Mr. Dehne choose the students who he thinks will be the 
most successful. 

The point of the Math Meet is for students to show their mathematical ability, create a fun 
competition between students, and schools. Alex from seventh grade says,  “Last year the 
Math Meet was fun and challenged kids academically.” The forty schools participating in 
the Math Meet are broken up in size. Washington-Caldwell is in the small category. The 
top two teams get trophies then go on to the Mega Math Meet in Madison. 

The Math Meet is a great way for students to show their numeric awareness, and have a 
heck of a time.

 

The Human Calculators
By Parker Wong
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Over Christmas break there are many ways to 
celebrate, some people go to different places 
and some people celebrate for someone special 
to them.

For example,  Stella in fourth grade who has her 
presents delivered to her bedroom, or Henry in 
fourth grade who is going to Colorado for 
Christmas.

These are some special traditions that people do 
over Christmas break. Some people have parties 
like Charlie in first grade who has a pizza party 
with family. There are many ways to celebrate 
and have a good time like Mrs. Jacobson who is 
going to Cocoa Beach to relax on the beach, see 
friends that they have met there and watch a 
shuttle that is there. She said, “They enjoy 
listening to the calming sound of the ocean 
while hanging out on the beach.”

After Christmas, students and teachers should 
be energized and ready to learn.

What Do People Celebrate?
By Mason Stencel

Cocoa Beach in Florida is a favorite 
destination for some people over winter 
break.

Pizza parties are a fun way to feed a lot of 
people at Christmas gatherings. 
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Washington-Caldwell raises money 
every year for various  projects at 
school. One of those fundraisers is the 
Holiday Basket Raffle. The baskets  
are raffled on nights of the concert 
where the students from 4k to sixth 
grade and band sing and play their 
instruments. Also parents can buy 
raffle tickets. Each basket will be 
announced after every class performs. 
A ticket is one dollar for the winter 
baskets. 

Each class has a different theme 
basket. For 4k it is the Taste of Town. 
5k is doing Games and Activities. For 
both first grades they are both doing 
Arts and Crafts. Second grade is doing 
beach day. Third grade has a mystery 
basket. Fourth graders are doing what 
We love in Wisconsin. Fifth graders 
came up with Cooking and Baking. 
The sixth grade idea is Winter Warm 
Ups. The seventh grade came up with 
Movie Night. The eighth grade class is 
doing a theme of Gift Cards.

The PTO raffled off the baskets at the 
Washington-Caldwell Winter Concert. 

Winter Basket Raffle
By Carter Thoen

The eighth grade class created a tree filled with 
gift cards for the basket raffle. 

The PTO depends on the Basket Raffle to 
generate funds to use for students. 
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Driving for The Washington-Caldwell Food 
By George Mangiaracina

The Washington-Caldwell Food Drive started on Friday, December 2, and students could 
help by donating non-perishable items. For example canned items, pasta, rice, and you can 
also donate hygiene products, like soap, detergent, and toothbrushes. The food drive started 
on Friday, December 2 and ran until Wednesday, December 21.

This year unlike last year there will not be a competition, so the different items you donate 
will not have different points. The food you donate will go to the Caldwell Food Pantry and 
you can donate there all year round. There were several fundays to help get students 
interested in donating. There will be Dress like a Christmas Tree day  was on Friday 
December 2, Pajama, Cozy and Comfy Day was on Monday December 5 and the 12, Dress 
like a Candy Cane Day was Wednesday December 7, Funny Holiday Sweater day was 
Wednesday December 14, and Crazy Hair Day Friday December 16, and this was all for 
the Washington-Caldwell Food Drive.

Students can donate as much food or hygiene items as they want. The more students 
donate, the more they help people in need. Families at Washington-Caldwell are very 
generous and always help people in need.

The students of the Elementary Honor Society helped pack up all the donations and delivered 
them to the Caldwell Food Pantry. 
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Something New at Washington-Caldwell
By Lucas Martin

The eighth grade class is raising money for a Gaga Ball pit. The eighth grade class is to 
raising $3,500 for  the Gaga Ball pit. They will be putting the Gaga Ball pit   at the side of the 
school by the playground. It is open to the whole school.

This is how students play so there are six  to twelve people in the Gaga Ball pit at one time. 
Then you throw the ball up and say Gaga Ball. When it hits the ground people try to hit the 
ball with their hands. Then when you get hit below the knee you are out and the player gets 
out of the Gaga Ball pit.  Then wait for the next game.

Mr. Collins will help students learn how to play correctly in the GaGa Ball Pit since he has 
experience with GaGa Ball at other schools. 
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Food Driving to Help the People in Need
By Payton Ward

Every year on December 1, 
Washington-Caldwell School holds a 
food drive from the beginning of 
December to the 21. They raise 
non-perishable food items like canned 
corn, cans of soup, and mac n’ cheese. 
The food drive is a great opportunity to 
help people in need by supporting them 
with food that is not very easy for them 
to afford. 

All of the money the school raises goes 
to the Caldwell Food Pantry. They 
accept donations all year round and the 
school does multiple food drives 
throughout the year. They do food 
drives around Christmas and whenever 
they have Teen Night they collect cans 
of food. 

Ms. Vogt said, “It is a great opportunity 
to help others in need.” Mr. T stated, 
“The food drive gives the school a 
chance to help others who are 
struggling at this time of year.”

Washington-Caldwell enjoys helping 
others and serving our community by 
supporting people with items needed. 
There will be plenty more opportunities 
to help others this year. By simply 
donating a can of beans, you are 
providing a meal for someone who 
really needs it. 

Each year the students, parents, and staff from 
Washington-Caldwell donate food to families in need. 

The Caldwell Food Pantry receives the food donated 
from Washington-Caldwell. 
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Coloring Contest Winners

The winners from the Fall Coloring Contest are Colton Schimmel in 5K, Anika 
Schreck in fourth grade, and Derek Lindner in eighth grade. Each student will receive 
a selection of treats.  Thank you to everyone who entered the coloring contest. 
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Winter Coloring Sheet

Name ______________________________ Grade ________
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Winter Coloring Sheet
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